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Critical Thinking Challenges 

1. What is the definition of stereotype? How can stereotypes be positive? How can stereotypes be 

negative? How have stereotypes impacted you or people you know? 

2. What is success? By what standards is success measured? 

Viewing Questions 

1. The opening section of the episode shows some street interviews with “average Canadians” 

discussing Aboriginal stereotypes. What is the general consensus from those interviews about 

stereotypes surrounding Aboriginal people in Canada? Discuss the impact of some of these 

stereotypes on Aboriginal people in Canada. 

2. We meet comic book artist, Steve Keewatin. Discuss the kind of art he creates. What were his artistic 

influences, and how did these influences impact the art he creates today? Why are people surprised 

when he tells them about his occupation and his ancestry? 

3. We meet litigation lawyer Renee Pelletier. Discuss the kind of work she does, and the education that 

she has received. When she tells people that she is Aboriginal and a lawyer, what is the reaction that 

she receives? How is this reaction offensive? How does this connect to the reactions that Steve 

Keewatin also receives?  
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Viewing Questions (continued) 

4. Winnipeg’s Most is a band that is achieving some fame. Describe their success. How do the band 

members fit some of the stereotypes surrounding urban Aboriginal people? How are they fighting 

against those stereotypes? 

5. Near the end of the episode, Winnipeg’s Most visits some Elders from their local area. How can 

Elders help Aboriginal youth rebuild their lives? How can their traditional roles be integrated into 

today’s world? 

6. According to this episode, Aboriginal youth are more likely than other Canadian youth to join gangs 

or to be in trouble with the law. Discuss some of the issues that have created this situation. 

7. A major part of the Indian Act involves the creation of reserve lands. How has that impacted 

Aboriginal people? Why are more and more Aboriginal people leaving the reserves? 

8. We meet Lee Maracle, a writer who believes our nation has been founded on theft. Discuss this idea. 
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Viewing Questions (continued) 

9. We meet Kent Monkman, an artist who creates what he refers to as “subversive” art. What is the 

definition of subversive? How is his art subversive? Why does he choose to integrate romanticized 

images of Aboriginal peoples? 

10. The Varley/Dixon family are an example of the challenges and successes facing many Aboriginal 

families. Discuss how Leslie Varley, Herb Dixon, and Herb Varley have struggled to survive and 

succeed. What are their hopes for the future? 

11. Several of the guests on this episode discuss the importance of having a relationship with the land. 

What is a relationship with the land and how is it important to many Aboriginal peoples? 

12. We meet Jordin Tootoo, an Inuit hockey player in the NHL. Why does he continually return to his 

home in Rankin Inlet? How does he cope with the contrast between his life in urban centres during 

hockey season and the way of life at home? 

13. What is the Sixties Scoop and how did it impact Aboriginal communities? Discuss the example of 

Nakuset and the identity issues she experienced growing up in a Jewish family. How is she trying to 

prevent this for her own children? 


